BILL: S2020-SB9 

TITLE: An Act to Allocate the Student Activities Fees in Response to COVID-19 
SPONSOR: Kenshin Cho, Treasurer; Varsha Vijayakumar, President 
DATE: 3-29-2020 

Whereas, the novel coronavirus disease 2019 (known commonly as COVID-19) pandemic has 
reached and affected all 50 states in the United States 1 ; 

Whereas, President Patton, in response to this emerging public health threat, stated in an 
all-school email on March 10, 2020 that the College would be shifting to a remote instruction 
plan; 

Whereas, the College has since developed FAQ pages for students 2 and faculty 3 , and an 
announcement page for staff 4 ; 

Whereas, these decisions— while thoughtful, necessary, and supportive— may nevertheless carry 
adverse financial effects on certain members of the Middlebury College community; 

Whereas, the Middlebury College SGA aims to accurately and equitably represent student 
voices and concerns on important issues and therefore has a responsibility to alleviate hardship 
where it feasibly can; 

Whereas, the College has drawn resources from existing emergency funds to create the 
Middlebury Student Emergencies Fund, a centralized source of financial support for students 
with demonstrated need 5 ; 

Whereas, ensuring staff wage continuity is a priority of the institution, as staff contribute 
significantly to the day-to-day functioning of the College; 

Whereas, the continued employment of all staff is essential for facilitating student activities 
when on-campus classes resume; 

Whereas, the Chaplain’s Fund, a program run by the Scott Center for Spiritual Life, “exists to 
issue one-time grants or loans to employees who are facing unforeseen financial emergencies” 6 ; 

1 https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2Q19-ncov/cases-updates/sumniarv.html 

2 https://www.middleburv.edu/office/announcements/student-faq 

3 https://docs.google.eom/document/d/lm7Xvh26edET nNhVVoWuddX4SMBh k9Hvz46Gr7qo40/edit 

4 https://www.middleburv.edu/office/announcements/previous-announcements/staff 

5 https://www.givecampus.eom/schools/MiddleburvCollege/middleburv-student-emergencv-fund#updates 

6 http://www.middleburv.edu/offices/business/hr/staffandfacultv/emergencv/chaplains-fund 









Whereas, the Class of 2019 contributed more than $10,000 to the Chaplain’s Fund as its Senior 
Class Gift; 

Whereas, student organizations play a vital role in the local community, from cooking meals for 
shelters to engaging with local businesses or mentoring youth at local schools; 

Whereas, student organizations are considering ways to engage their membership remotely 
through creative programming; 

Whereas, the SGA currently maintains a reserve fund of $321,611 in unallocated Student 
Activities Fees (SAF); 


Therefore, be it resolved... 

That, the SAF reserves be allocated as following to support various groups in the Middlebury 
community that contribute to student life: 

1. $ 100,000 to support students with demonstrated financial need as detennined by the 
College 

a. The full amount will be transferred immediately to the Student Emergency Fund 

2. $200,000 to support staff 

a. $150,000 will be transferred immediately to the College to be used solely for the 
purpose of ensuring wage continuity 

b. $50,000 will be set aside to support other needs of staff that may arise as a result 
of the COVID-19 crisis, 

i. This amount may be allocated to the Chaplain’s Fund, to student 

initiatives supporting staff, or to the College to further support its efforts at 
ensuring wage continuity 

3. $20,000 to support remote student activities and/or the greater Middlebury community 
That, the allocations outlined above be administered by the SGA Finance Committee. 
Respectfully Submitted, 


Varsha Vijayakumar, SGA President 

Kenshin Cho, SGA Treasurer & Chair of SGA Finance Committee 



